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Facts

et Hegrtworm Disease

Hesrtworm disesse & 2 serious and potentialhy faral disease of
dogs which can be prevented. Infections have also been reparted
in cits, ferrets and other animals with varying degrees of inci-
dence depending on their geopraphic location.

Adult worms may reach 3 length of 6-14 inches and an

nsieally found I the polmonary ariery near e oght side of
1wz heart as well s in e ungs,

I fections of several umdred worms have been reported
althowph the number is usually much less. Infected cats have
fewer and smaller wonms.

Lven infectinns with relatively fesw worms can e serious
consequences if bl untreaiod,

Symptoms

Dimindshed Appelite, Chronie Coughing,
Listlessness, Wedght Loss

Il"}'mr (1 has a dimmingshed appetite, chnonic cowghing, tins
casily, is listhess aawd has experienced weaght loss, contact vour
veseringrian; he diagnesis coald be heartwonm disease,

Beczanse most pets do not hive symptorms in the earky stages
of infection, gnmel testing i the best method of insuring early
detection. Treatment in the early stages af infection can mini-
mize the risk of side effacts,

[ ot delected] 2 controdled, 2 heartworm infection can
lead b comyestive heart Bilume and death,




The Life Cycle

A chain of events

['i-l‘:ﬂrl'.mrrn barvae am
Irmsmitted 10 an animal
through the bite waund
produced by a heartwom
imfectes] mesouito during
i1 blood meal.

Larvae develop inlo
irmeretoere aludts amed toavel
o the arteries surnounding
the heart in 3-4 months.

Lipns resachiing maturity in
about & months, proteins called antigens hepin shedding fmm
thee woems into the animal’s bloadstrean.

Mattume hesriweonmes may reproduce and release offspring
cilled microfilaria which, when picked up by another mosquiin
curing 2 blood meal, develop into Burvae within the insect, In
this wary e ovele of infection mey be epeated again and again.

While outdor pess are the most susceptible to heartwonn,
even peis kept indoors are seldom completely protecled
{rom rnceguiloes.

Detection
of frifection

The most accusue method o dtec hesmtwoon infection
t5 Clerepetggdh s stnnenuesl Bl tess for eireulating hesrvwom
anitipers foomenonly mdermad o 3 s ankigen est).

A Dilood screcrimgs test for micmfilariae miy also be n
un the s:ame blood sample,

Your veterinanian may choose io use other blood tests
sard or x-ravs o help confimm infections and determine if
vour pet i a suitable candidate for treatment.

Some dops and most cats do not hivve ciroulating micn
filariae but. foetunately many of these infections can be
detected with an antizgen kst

The oost of annual testing and preventives over the life of
vour pet &5 wsualhy Jess than the oost of one treatment,




Treatment

of Hearfiworne Disease

Ault hearworms can be killed in the dog through a series of
infections or in an emergency, removed throuph sureery

I the cat, treatment fo kil the heartwomms is not generally
recommended as it may be hazandoas 1o your cat’s health,
Therapy may be prescribecd i help infected cass.

Prevention

of Heartworm Disease

Theere Is no vaccine available to peevent infections bt there
are methods of prevention that are nearly 100% offective,

Dby or monthly medication that destroys the cardy stams
of the parasite soon afier it enters your pet is te most com-
mon methed. Since an animal’s weight and geosraghic
Rocation st be taken into considerarion. ondy wowr weierin:zn
can help you chaose the right medication and presention
schedule for your pet
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Heartworm disease In cats
1% 2 serjous and growing
poablern.. bt new wests can
ekl detect heartwonms
o htir Dt Ask your
veterinarian ahaut lesting,
prevention and thempy

for your cat
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