Protecting your cat
against feline
leukemia virus
(FeLV)

F ar the first time
in history, citls

now oulnumber dogs as
pets in and around
American homes. Cver
5 million cats loak

to their hunzan families
fior protection against hunger and disease.

A huge responsibility foe pet comers! But they ane
richly rewarded by cqually large measures of salisfac-
tion when proper care i extendel

Cat health toak a giant slep forwand some 35 years
ago, when sclentists i Seotland identified 2 specific
virus responsible for leukemia-like cancers, The ongan-
ismn wss also found o weaken the cat's immune system,
leaving the door apen for 3 wide range of other diseasss,

A cancer-causing virus

Techmically, the “discovery™ is @ C-lvpe rlrovins tht
i5 DNCOEiG, Or Cter-causing.

Seience has since learmed a great deal about e
infections dissase compless callead feline loukemia
virus, of Feld All cts are susceplible to the vins,

I is found wordwide. Tt is the leading, infecsious
killer of cats. Anel while there is no current cure Jor
1 disese, it can be aceurately diagnosed.

tat the beest news i thet thire are ways i protect
vaur car(s) agninst this vicines killes

How it spreads

Yor protection peogram should seut with an onder-
slanding of bow 1his serious infection i tmnsmitled
frum cat 1o cat.

Fel¥ i a “clnze contact” diseass, The infected cat can
shiil Targe quanitities of vires in its saliva or other
by Ouids. Disease organisms are pased W susceptible
healthy cats through shared food or water containers,
friendly nuzzling or licking, mating or fghting,

The indection can also be transmitted o baby
kittens even before they are born, or kater on through
mdhers milk

It & oy logical thal risk of your il becuming
infectad increases with everydy cat-to-cat contacts:
milti-cat hawseholds, peighborhood “visiting, shows
arn] vaucstion Iravel,

Ve krncw that wgp b 30% of the cats exposed to




the Fel¥ winzs will become chronically infecled, will
develop obvivus disease, and quite possibly will die of FeL¥
related disease,

(thers will become infected hat never agppear 1o be il
Friporiant: some of these well-appearing cats may
become vires carriars and spread the disease o healthy
cats, Sl eiher infected cars will develop strong immunity
and recover.

Uil your veterinarian conducts diagnostic tests and a
(hosouph examination, vou will b2 unable % tell which
catepery best describes vour cat's status, Even then, cats in
early stages of inculwating the infection may not be
detected 5 positives.

Early vaccination, followed by an armual banster, i the
anly safe answer.

The FelLV vaccination program
Safe and effective

Starting with Kittens at #-10 weeks of age, two
vaccinalions 2 10 3 woeks apart {plus an annual booster)
provides dependable protection.

(Tt is irmpertant to remember that no vaccing pmilects
100% of an animal...or human.. pepulation. Some cats,
for rezsons oot well understood, will not respond
to vaccination and remuin ssceplible Lo the infection.
Fortursately, Uit percentape 1s very, very small.}

Vaceine safely (freedom feom pain and reactions) is
always 1 major concern for cal ewmers doud velerindrians
alike, Since vaccine pusity s the "backbone” of safety,
youe veterinarian uses a vaccine which rpresents
stale-of-the-art vimlogy, highly purified and concentraled
for maximum safety and elfectiveness. Oczsionally a
cat may react b the small 1-n dose with mild vomiting
or diarrlien. Most recover quickly, although some may
require care. Rarely (between 1 in 1,000 and 1 in 10,000)
cats deselop infection-associated sarcomas (fumors)
following waccinatinn. 11is moommended that those risks
T diserzssed with your veterinarian,

Questions and Answers

Q. & e manviad Booder recomimended?

A, Yes

Q. Shoveded inafocted cate fe paooinatend?

A Usally there is o valeg in vaccinating an
infected cal; the varcine dees ol enliance or cure the
dlisesse, {Renerber, Liswever, thiat these are several

different diseases in the cat population which produce
similar dllnesses. )

Q. 5 FellV i elivenses

A Gond gquestion! Acually, 65 more like 5 group of
diseses. Lenkemiz (a blood cancer) and tunmoes
are ouly two of the ultimate possibilitics. The dissse
complen alsn weakens the catls immune sislem o
atacks from hacteria, vinses and other secondary
invatkrs. This opens the doar te 2 host of problems
ranging from poeumenda to infertilit, lethingy
anenla, skin sones and inappstence.

(). Sor dhere & oo Sresdenened or carg for Rl
A That’s tnee, Sone culs survive e disese for
rinathis o even yedrs, o sometimes become a primary
solree of infection for bealthy, unvigcinated cls,

Q. Where can § go it specific greifione?

& Your veerinarian keeps constaumly up 1o date on
Feld. Dignosdies, preventatives and freatments

are availabde through your veterinarian for o varicy
af pel diseases. Generally, 2 “program apprivch”

is the bestway toassure @ long, hethby and Tapps
life Far wour Feline Frvid.

Q. & ney eerspeeceinetedd oot [ibely fo be exposed
I FallF

A. Only wour veterinarian can provice o

relizahle answer o that gquesticn. For

starlers, however, we invite vou to complete

the Synbiatics Fely' Risk Factor Tndex.

Feline leukemia: Is your cat ai risk?
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