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Why not just vaccinate?

E veryone agrees that it’s bad medicine

to administer a drug unnecessarily,

and vaccines are “biological drugs”; they

should only be used when they’ll benefit

the health of the pet.

Vaccination is a medical procedure

and is not without inherent risk. The risk

of an adverse reaction to vaccination is

rare, but can have serious consequences

for your pet, especially if not detected

and treated early.

What about other vaccines
besides Parvovirus and
Distemper?

C anine Distemper and Parvovirus are

the two most important infectious

diseases of dogs today. It is rare for a dog

to respond to CDV and CPV following

vaccination and not also respond to the

Adenovirus portion of the vaccine, and

thus be protected from infectious

canine hepatitis (an uncommon disease

in North America).

Rabies vaccination is controlled by

law and the vaccine is known to be effec-

tive for three years.

Leptospira, Bordetella, and Borrelia

burgdorferi (Lyme) are considered non-

core vaccines for at-risk dogs. Most of

these vaccines do not have a long dura-

tion of immunity, so doing a titer test

for these may not be helpful.

Vaccinations for these diseases should

be given at least annually if a dog is

determined to be at risk.
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Can I expect my dog to main-

tain its titer for a year?

We often talk about a titer as a snap-

shot in time. As it turns out, it’s

more like a motion picture that plays on

and on.  A titer level that is sufficiently

high has the same capacity for ‘main-

taining’ regardless of whether the vaccine

is given.

Checking your

pet’s titer on an annu-

al basis allows you

and your veterinarian

to be sure of its anti-

body status – some-

thing that vaccines

alone cannot offer.

What if my dog’s titer is low?

I f a titer level is determined to be inad-

equate, vaccination may be indicated

for one or more vaccine components and

may provide additional levels of protec-

tion against disease.

What if my dog’s titer is ade-

quate?

I f the antibody level is

sufficiently high, vac-

cination at this time

would not be expected

to boost your pet’s

immunity.  

A
titer (tíe-ter) is a method for meas-

uring antibodies - the body’s

defense against infection. Titers

may be used to measure protection from

disease.

Why is Titer Testing important?

I f your dog’s titer level is low, he or

she may be susceptible to infection.

Dogs with low titer levels should benefit

from vaccination.

If your dog’s titer level is high, vacci-

nation should not be expected to boost

immunity and would not be recommended.

Ask your veterinarian for more information about titer testing.


